
SOCIAL NIGHTS…  

The wrong product? 
(From a reluctant Editor) 

Here I am again, a blank screen, finger 

ǇŀǳǎŜŘ ƻǾŜǊ ŀ ǿŀƛǘƛƴƎ ƪŜȅōƻŀǊŘΧΦΦ hƘ 

what will be the subject of this editions 

ΨtŜŀǊƭǎ ƻŦ ²ƛǎŘƻƳΩΦ 

To be perfectly honest I could write 2 

pages about the dire state of the social 

side of the club what with the abismal 

attendance at both the Club Summer Bar 

B Que Evening and the Special Brands 

Hatch Race Meeting.  Despite Brands only mustering a group of just over a dozen (including 

guests) and the BBQ falling short of that number, I will not drop into another yet Editorial 

mailstrom of Doom and Gloom apart from saying that sadly, enough is enough and I for one 

will be campaigning to abandon the vast majority of social activities we put on ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƛǘΩǎ 

something that club members obviously ŘƻƴΩǘ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘ ƛƴΦ  In marketing 

terms, ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ƘŀǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿǊƻƴƎ ǇǊƻŘǳŎǘ. 

Whilst I hate modern day business speak, the same analysis could also be applied to a large 

proportion of UK and World motorsport scene at present.  Take for instance British Rallying 

where at one end of the Championship structure we have National B BTRDA rounds 

boasting full, or almost full entries whilst at the other end the MSA National 

Championshipand BRC are struggling big time.    In fact, the MSA Gravel Series is currently 

so weak that rumour has it the ANCRO, the previous organisers of the Championship, have 

eleceted not to tender for the rights in 2011. 

This unviability of their product was starkly exhibitted recently at The Woodpecker Stage 

when only 9 competitors entered the MSA Gravel Championship Rally as opposed over 170 

who subscribed to the National B, 45-mile event.  The MSA event, at over £700 entry fee 

was, clearly the wrong product when compared to the £400 for the alternative. 

So all of this raises a question which I believe YOUR club, in conjunction with our promoting 

partners FDMC, have addressed full on.  What does the competitor want from an event? 

Lots of ΨtƻƳǇ ŀƴŘ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΩ with the Razz-a-mataz of City Centre Starts and Posh Hotel 

Awards Ceremonies or simply good organisation, compact formats and straight forward 

rallying? 

I am pleased to say that at S & C MC we have gone for the latter once again on this years 

Tempest, organising a no frills event.  Road Books (normally costing around £1,000) are 

being made available electronically so competitors can print them themselves if the have 

άL Ŏŀƭƭ Ƴȅ ƛƴǾŜƴǘƛƻƴΩ ¢ƘŜ ²ƘŜŜƭΩ ōǳǘ ǎƻ ŦŀǊ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 

ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴȅƻƴŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƛǘΗέ 

 



the technology. Other print items such as rally plates are simple in design, reducing the 

costs of usual bespoke, individually titles A4 jobbies costing the best part of £2,000 to 

produce.   

And in the background there are changes as well. 

Yes, Tynemouth Results are a superb service but all that computing has very little relevance 

when you are competing in forests with no telephone signal ς All you want is a set of 

printed times every time you come back into Service, showing you where you are versus the 

handful of crews who are in your section of the rally.  Trust me, after 3 years on the BTRDA 

{ŜǊƛŜǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ ŜǾŜƴ get that on some rallies despite the £1,900 cost of Martin and his 

computers. 

Gone also are all of the Ψavoidable expensesΩ such as hotels for people who live just 20-miles 

away, meals and Press telephones which are hardly ever used.   

Rally HQ was always something which always annoyed me ς Spending up to £3,000 for 

somewhere warm for competitors to spend 15-minutes Signing-on.  Thereafter those huge 

rooms then sat predominantly empty for 24 hours until the Awards Ceremony.  Yes they 

doubled up as a Results HQ but it appears the Tempest girls prefer my front room! 

On the subject of Awards, ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŎǳǘōŀŎƪΣ ƴƻ !ǿŀǊŘǎ /ŜǊŜƳƻƴy ǿƛǘƘ ƛǘΩǎ ϻмлл ŦƻǊ 

the PA and £200 for the video projector whilst some Coporate Chain of Hotel rips everyone 

off with their over-inflated bar prices.  Another question is why do we expect people to wait 

for 2-hours after they have won an event before they can collect their £50 cup ς most have 

been up for 12 hours and face a long and often difficult journey which are much better 

conducted at 5pm rather than 9pm. 

In product terms I believe that rallyists want the emphasis to be on the rally, the stages and 

the basic organisation and whilst Dollygirls in hot pants are all very nice, they are an 

unnecessary expense in these econimically uncertain times.   

I am much happier organising and event which is basic and uncluttered where possible and I 

believe that the competitors will hopefully support that view.  In simple terms I think we 

have the right product.  So that brings us back full circle and my own state of happiness. 

²ŜΩǾŜ Ǝƻǘ ǘƘŜ ¢ŜƳǇŜǎǘ ǎƻǊǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ǘƘŜ [ƻŎƻ ǘƻƻ ς but what do we do about the 

ŎƭǳōΩǎ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ǎƛŘŜΚ  {ƘƻǳƭŘ ǿŜ ƪƴƻŎƪ clubnights on the head or perhaps relocate the meeting 

place to somewhere more convenient and attractive to a larger proportion of our 

membership?  Perhaps we should just concentrate on the Awards Evening and maybe the 

Yuletide Challenge (although that is still a big chore every year). 

Let us have your thoughts ASAP as one thing is for certain, something has got too change.  If 

ƛǘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜƴ ŜǾŜƴ ǎǘŀƭǿŀǊǘǎ ƭƛƪŜ ƳŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘǊŀǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ƭƻǳƴƎŜ ŎǳǊǘŀƛƴǎ ŜǾŜǊȅ ¢ǳŜǎŘŀȅ 

night and settling down in front of the TV rather than making the 50-mile round trip. 

Barry Guess  
 



MSA signals move towards less aggressive rally tyres 
 

The Motor Sports Association (MSA) has announced plans that will move Stage 
Rally cars towards the use of tyres with less aggressive tread patterns in the 
course of the coming years. 
  
Following extensive discussions between the governing body, Forestry 
Commission, Rallies Committee, the Rally Championship Steering Group, the 
Tyre Advisory Panel and other interested parties, the MSA will convene a special 
meeting in November to formulate its tyre policy for the future. 
  
Last yearôs Greenerways Rally, conducted by the British Rally Championship 
(BRC), Pirelli, the MSA and the Forestry Commission, delivered strong evidence 
that the use of tyres with a closer tread pattern results in substantially less 
damage to the forest roads. It was seen that a tyre with a greater contact area 
with the road surface helped to preserve the integrity of the road construction and 
thereby reduced the associated repair bills. Further benefits may also be seen in 
better durability of the tyres and the fact that with reduced traction many 
mechanical components will be subjected to less stress. 
  
ñThe future for gravel rallying has to be less aggressive tyre patterns,ò says Colin 
Hilton, MSA Chief Executive. ñIt may well save money for competitors and event 
organisers in the long-term, but that is just a welcome bi-product of this strategy. 
We believe that we have a duty to behave in a responsible and sustainable way if 
we are to safeguard the future of the sport and continue to enjoy access to the 
forests for our events. In this respect, we are also introducing other initiatives for 
all stage rally cars including the mandatory carrying of environmental óSpill Kitsô 
and the use of mud flaps behind all four wheels of the car. 
  
ñIn formulating our future tyre policy, we will continue to work closely with all the 
parties involved and I must make special mention of BRC and Pirelli who have 
been instrumental in this process in recent years. We are also grateful to the 
Forestry Commission for their continued support of motor sport and we look 
forward to concluding negotiations over a new Master Agreement for access to 
the Forestry Estate shortly.ò 

  

 

John Murrell 
I'm sorry to tell you all of the recent passing away of John Murrell, a good friend throughout the 
years to Sutton & Cheam Motor Club.  Sadly John has died after battling with a particularly nasty 
form of cancer. 
  
He'll be sadly missed by all of his friends at 750 Motor Club, and I'm sure by all those who knew 
him at Sutton & Cheam, especially the excellent Boxing Day trials. A full obituary will follow in the 
next issue of "Spotlight"  

 

David (Dee Pee) Penn 



From: "Paul Deslandes" <paul@rocott.co.uk> 
To: <BarryGCharlie@aol.com> 
Subject: Re: 4 Page Spotlight! 
Date: Fri, 17 Sep 2010 10:51:53 +0100 

 
Hi Barry 

 I've not done much competing this year for one reason and another but did manage a couple of 
hillclimbs in France.  Unfortunately, a few weeks after getting back, I received the news that the 
French champion, Lionel Regal, had been killed in a racing accident in Switzerland during a 
round of the European hillclimbing championship. 

 I found the attached obituary written by a respected French motorsport commentator which I've 
loosely translated plus a photo that you might like to include.  A few words of my own follow: 

 "Although I didn't know Leo personally, he was at all of the French events that I competed in and 
set the gold standard for performance and courage.  On one occasion, when challenged by a 
young visiting Irish driver, Simon MacKinley who broke Leo's hill record by over a second in an 
early timed run, Leo pulled out all the stops to win and improved his time by a further two 
seconds, such was the man's determination and talent. 

If anyone doubts the talent and courage of uphill racers competing at this level, just Google 
'Lionel Regal' and watch some of his awesome YouTube clips.  You'll be amazed. 

Paul Deslands 

 

 

Lionel Regal, five times French hillclimb champion and 

European hillclimb champion in 2008 died in a racing accident 

on 15th August during his first timed run at the St Ursanne hill 

climb in Switzerland, a qualifying event for the 2010 European 

championship.  ItΩs hard to believe that at 35 years old, Lionel 

leaves us in such a tragic manner.   

His Formula 3000 engined Reynard was travelling at more 

than 200 km/h up the hill climb of St Ursanne Rangiers in wet 

conditions when the driver lost control, crashing sideways-on into a tree.  Killed outright, 

Lionel leaves a family and a team that were totally united behind him and our thoughts go out 

to his mother, Martine, and his brother, Julien.  It is hard to imagine that the same family lost 

[ƛƻƴŜƭΩǎ ŦŀǘƘŜǊ ƛƴ ŀ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ŀŎŎƛŘŜƴǘ ŀǘ ¢ŀǊōŜǎ ƛƴ мффтΦ A great man and a friend has left us.  

Always competitive, Lionel made his mark on the hillclimbing world before winning five titles.   

An extraordinarily talented driver, Lionel often thrilled us during his battles with his rival 

Bernard Chambérod.   A long time challenger, Lionel took his first title honours in the French 

hillclimb championship in 2005, assuming the mantle of Bernard Chambérod.  In the following 

years, Lionel accumulated many more victories and titles.   During the 2010 season, Lionel was 

already on the right track to gain his sixth title against stiff competition from Nicolas Schatz 

and Sebastien Petit. 

The world of hillclimbing, not just in France but throughout Europe has lost a star in the prime 

of his life.    Rest in peace Champion, we will miss you.   

 



 

SUTTON & CHEAM MC 

TEAM TEMPEST 
 (In Association with the ACSMC) 

                                                   Present 

RALLY TALK 
An Special Forum for those involved in 

Stage Rallying throughout the South of 

England ς The evening is open to 

Drivers, Co-Drivers, Organisers, 

Marshals, Spectators or just about 

anyone with a passion for tarmac or 

forest rallying.  Get those burning 

questions answered and contribute to the future of the sport.  

 
 

SPECIAL GUEST PANEL FROM ALL ASPECTS OF THE 

SPORT INCLUDING THE MSA & MSA RALLIES COMMITTEE, 

CHAMPIONSHIP CO-ORDINATORS, CAR PREPARATION 

EXPERTS AND EXPERIENCED COMPETITORS 
 

8pm on Monday 27 th  September 2010  

Puttenham Golf Club (Just off the A31 Hogs Back)  

Puttenham near Guildford GU3 1AL  

ADMISSION FREE 

 

 



Think your car is fast? 

Back in the 2007 a top level ever-so secret meeting was held between the then Minister 

for Defence Equipment and Support (Lord Drayson- very nice chap, I believe he has a -

racing car!!), the current land speed record-holder Andy Green and Richard Noble.  

The Minister was particularly concerned about the lack of young engineering talent leaving 

British schools and universities. For any of us that really is no surprise as finding anyone 

that knows machines is getting harder by the year. Messrs Green and Noble were charged 

with creating an iconic project that would inspire the next generation of engineers. Enter 

Bloodhound SSC!    Ta Da! 

Bloodhound SSC is being designed and built with just four aims in total 

1. To create a national surge in the popularity of Science Technology, Engineering and 

Mathematics (STEM) subjects 

2. To create an iconic project requiring extreme research and technology whilst 

simultaneously providing the means to enable the student population to join in the 

adventure 

3.  To achieve the first 1000 mph record on land 

4.  To generate very substantial and enduring media exposure for sponsors 

I draw your attention to number 3 on the list above.  If (and when) the Bloodhound project 

is successful not only will it beat the current land speed record of 763mph, it will be the 

largest single raise of the record since its inception, it will also beat the current low 

altitude speed record set in an F104 Starfighter and (more importantly) put it out of reach 

of the Americans. 

To achieve Mach 1.4 on land has presented some major challenges both in terms of 

ŀŜǊƻŘȅƴŀƳƛŎǎ ŀƴŘ ǇƻǿŜǊΣ ōƻǘƘ ƻŦ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŜΩǊŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻƻ ŀǿŀǊŜ ƻŦΣ ǘƘŜ ŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴŎŜ ōŜƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 

size of the numbers.    

Dealing with power first, thanks to Lord Drayson, the project has been loaned a number of 

prototype EJ200 jet engines, as used in the Eurofighter Typhoon. This one engine provides 

as much power as both the engines used in Thrust SSC.  Alas a state of the art jet engine 

ǎǘƛƭƭ ƛǎƴΩǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǎƻ ŀ ƘȅōǊƛŘ ǊƻŎƪŜǘ ǎȅǎǘŜƳ Ƙŀǎ ōŜŜƴ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇŜŘ ǎǇŜŎƛŦƛŎŀƭƭȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎŀǊΦ  

The significant advantage of a hybrid rocket system is the driver will be able to stop it at 

any instant, therefore making a safe ǊƻŎƪŜǘΦ όLǘΩǎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾŜύΦ  The rocket itself helps to put 

this project in perspective, for me at least. This particular motor will consume a tonne of 

HTP (high test peroxide) in about 20-seconds. This requires quite a pump from an 800hp 

Formula 1 engine!! 



Obviously the real problems have been surrounding the aerodynamics of the car.  

When you enter the transonic-region air does some really weird stuff, and at point in the 

design phase there was 12tonnes of lift at the rear of the car, quite a problem in a 5tonne 

car.   Solving this particular problem has been the holy grail of this project and thanks to 

Ron Ayers and his team these opportunities have now been solved. 

{ƻ ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ǇǊƻōŀōƭȅ ƴƻǿ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǘƘƛƴƪƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǾŜǊȅ ǿŜƭƭ ōǳǘ ǎƻ ǿƘŀǘΚ  

Well the entire project is completely open and transparent this means that all the data is 

available to everyone and anyone, unlike the top secret world of motorsport. 

Due to the open and inclusive nature of the project you can very easily get involved. If you 

want more information or at least more accurate information please visit the website 

www.bloodhoundssc.com .  

On this site you can also join up to the 1k club which gives you the opportunity to meet all 

the people involved in the project and chances to go and see the car being built. 

 

Ian Northeast 
 

 

THE YULETIDE CHALLENGE 
An evening of pre-christmas frivolity, games and a bloody-good laugh 

FRIDAY 10
th
 DECEMBER 2010 

at 

Reigate Rugby Club, Reigate 

http://www.bloodhoundssc.com/


COMPETITON DIARY ï Whatôs left in 2010 

Autocross 

  2
nd

 October North Devon MC Sugworthy 

3
rd

 October North Devon MC Sugworthy 

 

Multi-Venue Rally 

  15th October Rally Scotland - Gravel Scotland 

24th October Cheviot National Rally - Tarmac Otterbourne, Northumberland 

6
th

 November JLT Tempest - Gravel Aldershot 

11th November Wales Rally GB - Gravel Cardiff 

 

Multi-Use Rally   

17 th  October  Smeatharpe Stages  Somerset / Devon  

4 th  / 5 th  December  Rockingham Stages  Northampton  

28th December  Longmoor Loco Stages  Longmoor, Nr Bordon  

   Sprint  

  3
rd

 October Herts. County AC Debden 

10
th

 October Farnborough DMC Eelmoor 

19
th

 September Harrow CC North Weald 

23
rd

 October Rochester MC Lydden 

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE ABOVE IS FOR GUIDANCE ONLY AND YOU SHOULD 

CONTACT THE ORGANISING CLUBS FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
 

BNLONƍR BNQMDQ 

Vg`sƍr nm sgd gnqhynm hm sgd qtkd l`jhmf oqnbdrr 

Speed:  Lots of debate about the Sports Libre Class 

 Discussions regarding the banning of tyre-warming 

Rally: Prohibitions on Safety Notes and Pre-event Safety Videos and 

changing red flags to yellow ones. 

 R31.2.11 - Removal of the 5 minute allowance to change flat tyres in 

controls as per FIA regulations (no service work permitted other than 

cleaning external items) 

Road Rally: Manufacturers handbrakes must be retained on vehicles. 

 
 
 



TEAM G-Tec é. on tour  2010 
 
TSH STAGES RALLY ï ACSMC Round-2 (+ASWMC): 

After the enforced long break (Round-1 was at Bovington in mid-March), the ACSMC tarmac rally 
competitors reconvened at RAF Portreath, Cornwall to continue the Championship Series.  

The TSH-Stages Rally was a new event on the 2010 calendar but nobody really complained 
about the long trek to Cornwall in mid-May.  It was nice just to get the season going again after 
the demise of Longcross which effectively wiped-out four events from the Series. Rounds 2 and 3 
had been lost immediately, whilst 2 other events have also been lost from later in the year. 

Championship contenders had been asked for their opinions last year, and we complained that 
three rounds at Longcross were excessive in one year. Despite our collective concerns it was 
therefore, even more vexing to find that the championship organisers had opted to increase the 
number of Longcross visits from three to four for the 2010 season. Now all of the Longcross 
dates have been cancelled, leaving the championship with a gaping void and a much weakened 
series all round. 

Again organisers, for 2011, we ask é.... please  do not put all your eggs into one basket. 

The TSH Rally offered a two-day event, with competitive mileage on 
Saturday afternoon after scrutineering, and more of the same on the 
Sunday morning, with an early finish.  

With extended accommodation provided at a nearby caravan park, the 
whole atmosphere was very much like a huge (ACSMC family) holiday, 
with rally cars / trailers dotted liberally around the site and plenty of 
familiar faces ñout of uniformò.   

Portreath is a huge airfield, overlooking the Atlantic Ocean. Lovely 
scenery, but the wind was vicious. Looking out to sea and thinking ñThere's nothing between here 
and New Yorkò é is quite a humbling thought. 

We had arrived at the well-equipped caravan park the day before, having put the 275-mile jaunt 
behind us at a leisurely pace, and then took another leisurely drive to the venue. We stuck the 
car into 4th overall (class lead) before the overnight halt, then resumed our visit to the bar é... 
BIG MISTAKE. Talk of Stuart and Theresa's leary spin along the back straight was the talk of the 
evening.  The Escort's diff seized at high speed but Stuart's superb control brought the blue beast 
to a safe halt (that must have been one hell of a wild ride!). A lesser person would have binned it 
big time.  

The added misfortunes of others consumed the bar-side conversations, then the live music 
started, the beer flowed and the party gained pace. More beer flowed, and flowed some more. 
Funny, every time I put my glass down, another one mysteriously appeared ï honest! (Could 
some of them have been deliberately placed there by our rivals?).  

Unfortunately, ñsome of usò didn't appreciate the dangers of the devil's brew until it was time to 
put those crash-hats again in the morning. Hangovers and rally cars really don't mix ï as we 

found out on the first corner of the first stage on 
Sunday.  

The bend went right and we didn't quite make it - and 
went straight on. Simples!  

The tiny GTM-Honda was beached on a small bank with 
it's sump-guard ripped off, losing us over a minute in 
time, the class lead and our 4th place overall. 
Mechanical damage was limited, but damage to our 
overall position and class place were more costly. 
Worse still ï those Tappins were now a bigger threat, 



and much closer in class than before. I'll not be getting plastered again ï well, not the night 
before a rally! 

We kept an eye on the class leading Escort, and reeled him in slowly but surely, and finally re-
took the class lead on the tenth and last stage by a scant 2-seconds.  

We considered our 7th overall / class-win to be a very lucky result, but hats off to the Tappin 
brothers who had taken a maximum on Saturday, dropping them well down the field and 
seemingly out of class-contention. Anyone else would have been out of contention, but their 
Escort was repaired and Kevin verily wrung it's neck on the Sunday (one day it'll turn around and 
really bite them back) bringing it home a very respectable 10th place. Their 3rd in class didn't do 
justice to Kevin's driving. It was really entertaining, especially when he came up to lap a 
competitor who wasn't aware of his reputation, but then again this was the Tapheads' home event 
and they weren't going home without putting on a good show. 

After an early Awards Presentation, some crews were able to go straight home. Others, like us, 
spent another night in the Holiday Village (bar!), and tackled the long 275-mile journey home the 
following day.  

Back up the A30, stopping briefly at the famed Jamaica Inn high upon Bodmin Moor, and on 
again over Dartmoor. The Exeter by-pass, the Honiton by-pass é. The TSH Rally at Portreath 
may be a long jaunt down to the very tip of the West Country, but still highly recommended never-
the-less. 

1st Steve Furzeland/Yvonne Furzeland (Subaru)            2nd Adrian Brown/Chris Jarman (Escort MkI) 

3rd Mark Ellis/Andy Ballantyne (Subaru)               7th Team G-Tec (1st Class-B) 

 

ABINGDON CAR-NIVAL STAGESï ACSMC round-3 (+ASWMC): 

Effectively, round-3 of the championship fell to the Abingdon CARnival in mid-
June.  

Dad always complains that this event clashes with his beloved Le Mans 24hr 
race but I'm sure he'll get over it. In previous years, Abingdon has been a mid-
season event, where most of the championship contenders have settled down 

into their various class positions. But this year was very different.  

The brilliant atmosphere which is reflective of the CARnival was still there, but that Longcross 
issue was (sorely) still hanging over our heads. Let's not detract from the event. The CARnival is 
always well received by competitors, probably because it is recognised as a summer event, with 
a party atmosphere and excellent catering / beer tent. It also allows service crews and spectators 
(plus the arrival of our main sponsor + his family) to view the cars as they negotiate the 
compound section.   

Unlike most other venues, it is rare for service crews to see ñtheirò car in action and physically 
compare it against our rivals, let alone see half 

of the competitive entry elsewhere on the 
stage. At any one time, rally cars can be seen 
all over the place, all heading in different 
directions. The huge camp-site atmosphere is 
all part and parcel of the Dalton Barracks venue 
and the Saturday Sprint simply adds to the 
attraction with many different cars competing in 
a very different discipline.  

As always, the organisation was superb. After 
our first class-win of the season (in Cornwall) 
Dean and I were eager to add to our points tally 
and immediately put the GTM into the class-



lead, whilst keeping a wary eye on our rivals. This was a bonus as we hadn't expected to be up 
there so soon, but those Tappins weren't far behind.  

At the head of the rally, it was Simon Mauger (Escort MkII) heading the Furzelands' Subaru for a 
change, and the scrap was by all accounts, quite spectacular ~ just what the spectators love. In 
previous years, ambient heat had been an problem for the GTM and venting the (rear-mounted) 
engine was our primary concern. Excessive fuel consumption was also one of our concerns, 
partly due to the large stage layouts, but something else was amiss with the engine and we 
couldn't work it out - Just chuck another churn of fuel in and get going!  

The sump-guard quickly became detached (again!) .. and replaced (yet again!) .. and as half-
distance approached we began to realise that a large portion of the service area was vacant - 
half of the entry had seemingly retired. We kept a weary eye on other class-B cars, but on this 
occasion we didn't need to worry. 6th overall, nice. But not as important as the class-win by an 
almost 2-minutes! 

1st Simon Mauger/Chris Butcher (Escort MkII)   2nd Steve Furzeland/Yvonne Furzeland (Subaru) 

3rd Rob Dennis/Lee Harding (Escort MkII)          6th Team G-Tec (1st Class-B) 

 

THREE COUNTIES RALLY, SMEATHARPE !! (ASWMC): 

Two weeks later Team G-Tec were heading back down the A30 towards Exeter, Very specifically, 
towards Smeatharpe for one of those ñstand-aloneò ASWMC rounds organised by the 
Bournemouth & DMC.  

God, I hate that place, but the ACSMC championship 
visits this sh*t-hole later in the year so the experience is 
good for set-up purposes. The principal set-up for 
Smeatharpe is to pitch as far away from the cow-shed 
as possible! There are real cows in that shed, and you 
know what that means!  Be afraid dear reader, be very 
afraid! 

If ever anyone deserves a medal, it's those poor 
marshals who manned the passage control right next to 
the steaming pile of é manure ï all day long, in the 
summer heat. God, the stench was disgusting!  

The venue is bleak, featureless, but very small and very 
cramped. As we crossed the finish-line on the last 
stage, the engine went badly off-song and slowed 
dramatically. It could have cost us a few places, or 
worst still ï those Tappin Brothers might have taken 
away our class lead, but someone up there was looking 
after us on this occasion. The concrete surface is brutal 
on tyres, but as the stage mileages are short the event 
is over with by 4pm, and we can all head back down to 

the A30 for a breath of fresh air!   

Pooooo .. just keep thinking of the points and go home .. but we'll be back in October. Can't wait! 

1st Steve Furzeland/Yvonne Furzeland (Subaru)    2nd Adrian Brown/Chris Jarman (Escort MkI) 

3rd Rob Tout?Laura Taut (Escort MkII)                    9th Team G-Tec (1st Class-B) 

 

 

 

http://www.bdcc.org.uk/threecountiesstages.html


FAT ALBERT STAGES ï ACSMC Round-4 (+ASWMC): 

 

Keevil Airfield is one of those peculiar events which people love to hate.  

It can be hard on components, but it has some welcome nadgery sections not usually associated 
with the airfield venues. It can be a tad rough in some places, but at least it makes a welcome 
change from the usual flat-out perimeter tracks and runways.  

This venue is only used once each year, but Paddock talk was primarily centred around the loss 
of a further two events in the calendar. The loss of the Azimghur Rally at Colerne came right out 
of the blue. Last minute restrictions imposed by the land owners (MoD); insurance implications, 
and lack of time to re-draw the stage diagrams (and receive MSA approval again) was too much 
to ask of the Bath MC. Given just 5-days notice to respond, their only alternative was to cancel 
their event - and another qualifying round was lost. We had already been advised that Middlesex 
Countyôs Debden had been canned due to noise implications at that venue, and all of a sudden 
the championship series had lost nearly  half  of it's scheduled calendar! 

On a purely selfish note, this meant that we had fewer events in which to mount our attack, 
having crashed-out spectacularly on round-1. Enough said about that - back to Evil Keevil. 

Well, it was all going quite well and after stage-1, we were inside the top-10 and equal first in 
class, with those Tappins matching our times. Stage-2 was even quicker, putting us into a narrow 
4-second class lead. Stage-3 was a bit suspect, with a half-spin dislodging that damned sump-
guard again. Unfortunately we can't just remove it and leave it off, as it also protects the lower 
gear-linkage. It is easier to jack up the GTM, throw a mechanic underneath and not let him out 'till 
he's fixed it. The bribe and associated smell of a 
burger usually does the trick.  

Stage-4 was the real killer ï literally! The 
Furzeland landed a handful of road-penalties for 
being late out of service (after having a gearbox 
change) and that put them well out of overall 
contention for the second successive (ACSMC) 
round.  

Then, nearing the finish of SS4 our V-Tec 
Honda engine let-go big time, and that was it ï 
game over. Just shovel it onto the trailer, and an early bath for all in Team G-Tec. Dean wasn't too 
happy with this ñnewò engine and let fly with too many expletives for me to repeat here. We joined 
a very long line of other broken rally cars (almost one third of the competitors had dropped out 
before half distance) but this should not detract from the venue or the organisers (Tavern MC) 
who did an excellent job with a friendly smile too. 

This retirement really put a dampener on the Team. Two non-finishes and three class-wins was 
not the score-line we had scheduled. It certainly wasn't on our script and was, quite honestly, 
coming as a bit of a shock to us all.  

Steve Furzeland (Class-E Subaru) and Adrian Brown (Class-D Escort) were romping away with 
maximum points on almost every outing, and we seemed unable to respond. I know those two 
guys are in bigger, quicker and more powerful cars, and sometimes they too have their share of 
bad luck, but the ACSMC series is a ñclass-based championshipò, but we simply weren't 
engaging with them.  

Worst still, those Tappin Brothers had finished in 8th place overall AND won class-B as well.  



If that wasn't bad news, they were now leading class-B in the championship too! OMG, Team G-
Tec are in deep doo-doos. Deep, deep doo-doos!! It was time to re-think, and re-consider our 
plans for 2010. But will the next event, also at the problematical Colerne, be canned as well? 

1st Berian Richards/Russell Davies (Subaru)    2nd Adrian Brown/Chris Jarman (Escort MkI) 

3rd Jim Munden/Andy Frost (Subaru)                     6th Steve Furzeland/Yvonne Furzeland (Subaru) 

WUGGING STAGES RALLY ï ACSMC Round-5 (+ASWMC): 

No, it wasn't cancelled. At the last minute, Dad was asked to act as Clerk of the Course for the 
Southern CC so I had a better insight as to what the problems were and what needed to be 
resolved. 

In the 6-weeks after Azimghur's failed event, the stage diagrams were re-drafted and re-
submitted to the MoD and MSA for approval. The Service Area was re-sited completely; the 
insurance question was sorted, and other changes were made necessary to overhaul the old 
event which we had all become to know.  

I even drew a few stage diagrams myself (only trying to be helpful) but Dad 
politely rejected my help (grumpy old sod!).  

Despite this, there were still some last-minute glitches (thanks MSA!) even in 
the preceding few days. The newly revealed layout and new stages were 
welcomed by everyone, but I somehow think they were more pleased to see 
the event actually running at all, and not falling victim to that dreaded 
ñcancelledò word once again. It is a great pity the event didn't attract more 
support from the competitors after all the extra time and extra effort which 
was put in by the organisers. Well, you missed-out on a good event, with 
some new twists. 

With a new engine fitted to the GTM and having the previous detonation identified, it  was made 
VERY clear before Team G-Tec started this event that any overall placing was totally irrelevant. 
ñForget it and let them go. Just make sure you bring the car home ï and preferably with a class 
winò. That was our instruction, as this is where our ñdouble-upò Joker-card was being played. 
Anything other than a class-win here (and the accompanying 40-points) would mean our 
championship challenge would be over. 

The early Colerne stages were damp, but they soon dried. The usual Furzeland/Brown pairing 
held 1st and 2nd overall until the finish, with Dean and the GTM holding a firm but  unchallenged 
class-lead é all the way to the finish! YESSSSSS é. I don't know whether we were more 
pleased to finish the event, or pleased that we had come away with that bumper crop of all-
important championship points.  At least we are still in with a fighting, mathematical chance. Even 
Abi Mamhood / Andrew Smith had a good run in their Nissan Micra, inheriting a Class-A win after 
the tremendously quick (but fragile) Vauxhall Nova of James Hunt broke its drive shaft on the last 
lap of the last stage. Hunt was 4th overall at the time é in a Class-A car? 

Remember, this is the very quick Colerne airfield. The threatening rain clouds which had held 
back in neighbouring county of Somerset (just the other side of the hedge) for most of the day 
suddenly let loose as we drove out through the gates. Thunder, lightening, torrential rain ï the lot. 
Too late, our job was done! 

1st Steve Furzeland/Yvonne Furzeland (Subaru)     2nd Adrian Brown/Chris Jarman (Escort (MkI) 

3rd Ron Aiken/Brian Neale (Metro 6R4)                    8th Team G-Tec (1st Class-B) 

And now, at last, we can see where Team G-Tec are (realistically) in the ACSMC and ASWMC 
championships. Could do better ~ Must do better !  Our next event: ACSMC Round-6, is at 
Woodbridge, Suffolk on Sep 25th. This should have been championship round-10, but we'll be 
pushing to the bitter end.         

Lorraine Chappell  



TEAM TEMPEST 

COMPETITOR OF THE MONTH 
 JANUARY NO AWARD 

 Hardly any competition this month due to snow! ï Not a good start to the New Year 

 FEBRUARY KARAM DHALA / ANGELICA FUENTES 

 For the grit and determination that saw them finish their 1st National A Rally (Sunseeker) 

 MARCH IAN ROBERTON / KENNY ROBERTS 

 7th overall and 2nd in class at a very competitive Bovington Stages 

 APRIL MATT DUBBER / SHARON PEARSON 

 Another superb performance on the Somerset Stages 

 MAY SARA WILLIAMS  

 16th Overall on the Plains Rally (4th in 4WD Class) 

 JUNE ANGELICA FUENTES 

 Angelica guided Doug Mockett and the Studebaker to a class record win at Pikes Peak 

 JULY KARAM DHALA  

 A superb 4th overall on the Essex Charity Stages 

 AUGUST MARK STRAKER 

 For his superb 9th overall on the Mewla Rally (MSA National Tarmac Round over Eppynt) 

 SEPTEMBER COULD IT BE YOUè--? 

 Only if you let us know what you have been doing! 

 

Cnmƍs enqfds sg`s `kk Bnlodshsnqr ne sgd Lnmsg vhmmdqrreceive a £10 voucher and 

fn sgqntfg sn ad dkhfhakd enq sgd Bnlodshsnq ne sgd Xd`q Sqnogx `mc ` ƌrtoonqs

bgdptdƍ enq ¢1// 

 



  



 



 



  



  



 



 



 



 



 


