
When no news is bad news! 
One of the things that has been puzzling me for the last few years is the idea of 

ΨtǊƻƳƻǘŜǊǎΩ  ƻŦ CL! /ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇǎ ŀǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ΨƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΩΦ  !ǇŀǊǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƻōǾƛƻǳǎ 

dictatorial stance of Lord Bernard of Ecclestone in F1, one of my earliest memories of 

this new breed of saviors of our sport was a presentation about 10 years ago by Dave 

Richards and ISC (International Sportsworld Communications) whom he had recently 

purchased from the aforesaid Lord Ecclestone. 

Richards in his usual convincing style accƭŀƛƳŜŘ ŀ ΨbŜǿ 9Ǌŀ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ wŀƭƭȅ 

/ƘŀƳǇƛƻƴǎƘƛǇΩ ƛƴǘǊƻŘǳŎƛƴƎ ƭƛǾŜ ŎƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ǎǘŀƎŜ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ²w/ ŜǾŜƴǘΣ ΨƭƛǾŜ Lƴ-

/ŀǊΩ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ¢ƻǇ мл ǿƛǘƘ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ŘǊƛǾŜǊǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǇƻǎǎƛōƭŜ ŀƴŘ 

instantaneous results through global tracking and satellites.  A revolution was about to 

happen which would double, if not treble the worldwide audience and put it on a par 

with F1. 

As is often the case (or almost always the case), ISC failed to fulfill its manifesto promise 

and in 2007 it was subsequently sold to North One Television, whose main claim to fame 

is producing the Gadget Show, Fifth Gear and of course ASBO Teen to Beauty Queen.   

Immediately Boss Simon Duncanson issued the following statement ά¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀ ƎŜƴǳƛƴŜ 

new era for the sport and every stakeholder involved in the WRC believes the future is 



extremely bright. This year is just the start. The WRC will become one of the world's 

ǇǊŜƳƛŜǊ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ōǊŀƴŘǎ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƴŜȄǘ ŦƛǾŜ ȅŜŀǊǎΦέ  ¢Ƙƛǎ ǎƻǳƴŘŜŘ ŀƭƭ ǘƻƻ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŀǊΧΦΦ 

!ƴŘ ǎƻ ǿƘŀǘ ƛǎ Ƴȅ ǇƻƛƴǘΧ 

Well, as somebody with more than a  bit of a passing interest in motor sport, I can recall 

ƳŀǊǎƘŀƭƭƛƴƎ ƻƴ .ǊƛǘŀƛƴΩǎ ǊƻǳƴŘ of the WRC with some anticipation of taking part in 

ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ǿŀǎ ǾŜǊȅ ǎǇŜŎƛŀƭΣ ŀ ƘƛƎƘƭƛƎƘǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ¦YΩǎ ǾŀǊƛŜŘ ǎǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ŎŀƭŜƴŘŀǊΦ   

Often, after staffing some Stately Home or another in the Midlands or the cold North 

East, Sutton & Cheamers would be huddled around the back of my car on a Sunday 

afternoon in some lay-by or other to catch the live coverage from one of the subsequent 

stages before continuing on our journey to either our next point of duty or our overnight 

accommodation.  

By 8pm they would be found gathered in the bar or TV room to catch the first of the 

nightly RAC Rally updates, be it courtesy of Top Gear and Willie Woollard or via BBC 

Sport and Steve Rider.   It all meant something to everyone and even the great 

unwashed sitting in their living rooms at home got a taste of the action as well as the 

odd mention of a local hero.  Next day the papers would have a small but concise report 

on the previous dayΩs activities as the event moved into Scotland or Wales.  And so the 

week continued before a final conclusion and live BBC2 program from Chester or alike 

covering the champagne spraying by the heroic winner. 

hƪŀȅΣ ƛǘ ǿŀǎƴΩǘ ǘƘŜ ²ƻǊƭŘ /ǳǇ ƻǊ ǘƘŜ !ǎƘŜǎ ōǳǘ ŀǘ ƭŜŀǎǘ ŀ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ .ǊƛǘƛǎƘ ǇǳōƭƛŎ 

knew the event was in town, catching the occasional glimpse of MikkolŀΩǎ Ǌƻƭƭ ƻǊ 

McRaeΩǎ crash and the majority had at least heard of the RAC Rally  ς Why we even had 

Roger Clark advertising hairspray in those early days! 

/ƻƳǇŀǊŜ ǘƘƛǎ ǿƛǘƘ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ ƻŦŦŜǊƛƴƎ ƛƴ ǘƘƛǎ ΨƴŜǿ ŜǊŀΩ in which ΨŜǾŜǊȅ ǎǘŀƪŜƘƻƭŘŜǊ ƛƴ 

ǘƘŜ ²w/ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǎ ǘƘŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ƛǎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜƭȅ ōǊƛƎƘǘΩΦ  If you have terrestrial TV then forget it, 

Wales Rally GB hardly existed.  BBC Breakfast had a chat about it at 8am on the Saturday 

morning for under a minute whilst I am advised that the hugely popular (NOT!) 

Daybreak carried a very short feature with Malcolm Wilson.    

Those with FreeView had to concentrate fairly hard to catch the final day coverage on 

the ΨIƻƳŜ ƻŦ ǿƛǘǘȅ ōŀƴǘŜǊΩ ŀƴŘ ǿŜƭƭ-known Sports Channel DAVE, hidden in between 

endless re-runs of QI and Top Gear.  The program in itself wasƴΩǘ that bad if you are fans 

of Loeb, Latvala or Solberg but if you favour any of the other  60 crews then you would 

have been desperately frustrated.  Those lucky enough to have a dish on the side of the 

house were able to dip into the coverage on EuroSport but like the DAVE version, it was 

heavily accented on the leading trio and to be honest it comprised mostly of in-car 

ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ όƴƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ŎƘŜŀǇύ ŀƴŘ ŜƴŘƭŜǎǎ ΨŎƘŀǘΩ ǘȅǇŜ ƛƴǘŜǊǾƛŜǿǎ ǿƛǘƘ the front runners. 



All of this leads me sadly to one conclusion, somebody somewhere is getting it wrong if 

ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ ΨtǊƻƳƻǘŜǊǎΩ ŀǊŜ ƎƻƻŘ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǎǇƻǊǘΦ   

Handing over the media rights is simply selling the sport to the highest bidder who then 

in turn sells the footage, news coverage and screening rights to their highest bidder.  All 

of this is great all the time you have a good number taking place in the auction but when 

ǘƘŜ ǇǊƛŎŜ ƛǎ ǎƻ ƘƛƎƘ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ ƴƻōƻŘȅ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƻƻƳ ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ōƛŘ ǘƘen it all collapses.   

Promoters such as North One should be made to PROMOTE the sport, not simply sell it.  

They should be providing access, news, results and footage to everyone and anyone that 

wants to take it whether it be free of charge or for a moderate fee, in other words 

PROMOTE the sport.   

The BBC is the obvious candidate for better exposure in the UK for both Wales Rally GB 

and the WRC and by at least feeding them tasters then at least they may build an 

appetite for more coverage.  F1 was a case in point because ǘƘŜ ../ ŘƛŘƴΩǘ really 

appreciate what they had until they lost it to ITV (also a North One TV deal by the way) 

and they grabbed it with both hands when the opportunity re-presented itself.    

Promotion is publicity and I am sorry but I do feel that North One, just like their 

predecessors ISC, are simply there to make money whilst they can before walking away 

from a very sorry mess. 

LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƘŜƴ ǎŜŜ ǿƘŀǘ ƻŦŦƛŎƛŀƭ ŦƻƻǘŀƎŜ ȅƻǳ Ŏŀƴ ŦƛƴŘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ƛƴǘŜǊƴŜǘΣ ǘǊȅ 

seeking out some images or results ς Google should return thousands of links, all which 

ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ǘƘŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ȅƻǳ ǎŜŜƪΧ L ǘƘƛƴƪ you will be very disappointed. 

Footnote:  I note with huge distain that nowadays we seem to be moving towards 

organisations such as North One dictating future calendars by influencing the FIA 

through the awarding of contracts to only those events which meet their specific criteria 

ς Tails and dogs come to mind!  

E-SPOTLIGHT 
Your favourite magazine Spotlight is now available in electronic form as either a direct 

email pdf or as a downloadable file from www.scmc.co.uk. 

If ȅƻǳ ǿƻǳƭŘ ǇǊŜŦŜǊ ǘƻ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜ ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴǎ ΨŘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ǿƛǊŜΩ ǘƘŜƴ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ŀƴ ŜƳŀƛƭ ǘƻ 

barrygcharlie@aol.com with the word Spotlight in the title box 

http://www.scmc.co.uk/
mailto:barrygcharlie@aol.com
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Sara Williams - bŜǿǎ ŦǊƻƳ ²ŀƭŜǎΧ 

So far 2010 has been an unsteady season for us because of mechanical 

gremlins which have held us back. After a great 2009 season we decided 

to keep our Subaru Impreza N10 (With an added pink livery to brighten it up!) and keep 

to gravel.   

At the start of the season we had problems with the rear and centre diff, then 

throughout the rest of the season turbo 

problems causing a few non finishes.  

The events which we have finished have 

been great and I am really pleased with 

the results: The Plains Rally in May, 

finishing 16th Overall and 3rd in Class and 

The Coracles Stages 25th July where we 

were 2nd overall and 1st in Class.  It goes 

without saying that this event has by far 

been my best highlight of the year so far! 

It has been very disappointing on the eveƴǘǎ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ŀǎ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ 

setting good times.  A good example of this was The Wyedean Rally in February where 

we were lying 15th overall until the rear diff broke and The Mid-Wales Stages in June 

where we were lying 2nd overall until the turbo seized.  And then of course there was 

The Neath Valley in August where we were lying 2nd overall once again when the turbo 

seized once more!  

At the beginning of September it was decided to change the car and bought a Subaru 

N12 as we were having so many problems with the N10.  

After a day testing in the car we competed on the Woodpecker Rally in Ludlow in 

September.  With an unfamiliar car to get used to and a different driving style needed 

we were pleased to come home 19th Overall and 3rd Hankook Welsh Championship 

Contender. 

²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ǎǘƛƭƭ ƘƻǇƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ ŀƴ ŜƴǘǊȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŎƭǳōƳŀƴΩǎ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ²ŀƭŜǎ wŀƭƭȅ D. ƛƴ 

November, we are on the waiting list! Hopefully see you there either driving or 

spectating!  

Sara Williams ς S & C MC Wales  

9ŘΩǎ bƻǘŜΥ  bƻǘ ƻƴƭȅ ŘƛŘ {ŀǊŀ ƎŜǘ ƘŜǊ ǿƛǎƘ ǘƻ ŎƻƴǘŜǎǘ ǘƘŜ Ψ/ƭǳōƳŀƴ ²ŀƭŜǎ wŀƭƭȅ D.ΩΣ ǘƘŜ с 

stage follow-on event from the WRC round, she finished a superb 4th Overall.  Sara has 

also recently received the John Easson Award as follows: 



Rally driver Sara Williams' talent comes to the fore  

Brecon - based Sara Williams has moved up a couple of 

gears in her bid to make her mark on the world of 

rallying.   

The 21 -year -old finished fourth out of 65 entrants in the 

Rally GB National rally on 14 November.  This came a week 

after scooping a prestigious award for up -and -coming rally 

drivers.  

 

This will enable her to contest the full British Trials and 

Rally Driv ers Association (BTRDA) and Welsh National  

Championship next year.  

Sara, co -driven by Aberystwyth -based Patrick Walsh in a 

Subaru Impreza N12b, was the only woman to compete in 

this year's Rally GB National rally.  

 

She began the six -stage national rally with a slow speed spin 

on the opening test through Radnor Forest where she 

dropped 25 seconds to her rivals.  

 

Risk  

She then redeemed herself with a string of top four stage times on the opening day before 

consolidati ng her position to finish fourth the final day . "This weekend was one of the best 

weekends of rallying all year," said Sara . "Everything went so well, apart from the spin on 

the first stage, and I had so much fun over Epynt.   At the end of the first day we  were 

amazed to be fourth overall and Patrick and I agreed to just hold position on the final day 

and not risk doing anything silly ò.  

 

She added "Before the event I would have been happy with a top ten finish, but to end the 

weekend fourth overall is a dream come true. Now I am really looking forward to 2011."  

 

On 5 November, S ara won the annual John Easson A ward, open to promising rally drivers 

under 25 -year old s.  

 

Turbo problems  

Her prize is £4,000 entry fees and a lesson with Mid Wales rally driver, Mark Higgins.  

"I am very grateful to be the chosen winner as this gives me the opportunity to enter next 

year's BTRDA championship and some Britis h Rally Championship rounds," said Sara, who 

started her career four years ago after being a navigator for her father, Jonathan.  

 

Although Sara's season has ended on a high, it started d isastrously, due to her Subaru N 10 

car under -performing due to turbo problems. "I upgraded to a Subaru N12 half -way 

through the season and since then I haven't looked back," said Sara. "The last few weeks 

has given me a lot of confidence for next year."  

 

Sara has won the 2010 John Easson 
award  

 

Before the event I would 

have been happy with a top 

ten finish, but to end the 

weekend fourth overall is a 

dream come true   

 

Sara Williams  

 



 

WHAT ARE 

YOU DOING 

TO HELP?  
 

The 9 th  Hamilton 

Classic Longmoor 

Loco Stages is being 

run on Tuesday 28 th  

December 2010 at 

Longmoor Camp, 

Near Liss (just off 

the A3) and believe 

it or not we need 

your help.  

 

This event benefits 

from the support of 

hundreds of 

marshals  for which 

we are eternally 

grateful.   

 

However, conversely it suffers with a lack of help setting up on 

Monday 27 th  and clearing up immediately after the event on 

28 th  December.  

 

Therefore, if you can assist your club, running your event on 

either Monday  27 th  (10pm until 3pm latest) or Tuesday 

(3:30pm until 6pm) then please contact Ian Brookes ASAP on 

07801 038160 or by email to ian.c.brooks@uk.pwc.com . 

 

Those wishing to marshal should contact Nigel Griffiths o n 

07711 025673 or email to  the.gs100@gmail.com  
 

  

mailto:ian.c.brooks@uk.pwc.com
mailto:the.gs100@gmail.com


òLike a Phoenix from the Flamesó 

By Mark Straker  

Following a shunt on the 2007 

Wexford Rally, I spent the 

following 18 months rebuilding the 

Darrian T9 which I had owned for 

10 years, installing a sequential 

gearbox, upgrading to 15ò wheels, 

bigger brakes and Proflex 

suspension. 

Neil Harrison & I used the car 

throughout 2009, winning trophies 

on every event entered, and 

without putting a spanner on the car all season. But when Jeremy decided to sell 

his GTM, wanting a car which could handle the bumps and jumps of Epynt better 

than the GTM, he made me an offer for the T9, and it duly made its way from one 

Straker garage to another. 

The primary reason for my selling the T9 was that by the end of the 2009 season I 

was building another car, which I was optimistic of having ready mid way through 

the 2010 season.   

Jeremyôs first outing in the T9 was at Bovington in March 2010, and with flat shift 

fitted to the T9 for the first time, he drove very well indeed, securing 4th overall on 

his first event in the car. 

However, by this time, it was clear to me that my new car would not be complete 

before the end of the 2010 season. Seeing Jeremy out and competing, and not 

having any prospects of doing so myself for the foreseeable future was very 

frustrating, and when I got home I started thinking about my options, and logged 

onto that famous online auction website that we all know and loveé. 

Eventually, I came across a Darrian T90, which was being sold by someone I 

knew. The problem was, it had been stood still for 5 years, without much TLC. The 

good news was that it appeared to have a good spec engine and gearbox, and was 

at an acceptable price.  Knowing that I had lots of good parts in the garage from 

when I had carried out the T9 upgrade, I contacted the seller, the deal was done, 

and the car was dropped off at my house a couple of weekends later. 

I had seen pictures of the car, but when I set eyes on it, I wondered what I had let 

myself in for! Compared to the T9 which Jeremy now owns, it really had seen better 

days, and it needed a lot of attention. 



It was now around mid-April, and my plan was to turn the car around as fast as 

possible, ready for the Mini Epynt Stages at the start of June. 

My normal approach is to be slow and methodical, but six frantic weekends later 

the car was wheeled onto the trailer, complete with new springs and dampers, 

driveshafts, brake pads, gearbox rebuild, head gasket, all new fluids, new wheels & 

tyreséand plenty of stickers to hide the dodgy paint job! It actually looked quite 

presentable, and was ready for its first trip back to its homeland for many years! 

When we unloaded the car in Sennybridge, I thought it might be a good idea to see 

how it went, not having driven it any further than the 20 metres between the garage 

and the trailer. 

So, Neil & I went for a blat up the road, and came back with huge grins on our 

faces! Ok, it was not as powerful as the T9 and the brakes seemed a bit ropey 

(more of that later!), but it seemed to handle very predictably, which was a surprise 

considering I had spotted that the rear tracking was miles out as I loaded it onto the 

trailer the day before! 

Anyway, we were up on the ranges nice and early Sunday morning. With central 

service in the German Village, the Mini Epynt Stages only uses the roads West of 4 

Ways Bridge, but still thereôs still plenty of mileage for a nice compact event.  As we 

sat on the start line of the first stage, I looked at Neil, laughed and said, ñRight then, 

letôs see what the old girl will do!ò. 

I was happy enough with Stage 1, although we lost the brakes towards the end. As 

we lined up for the following Stage 2, the brake pedal was still on the floor, but 

luckily it came back once we had some forward motion to cool them down. We had 

a huge lurid slide coming down a hill to a 90 right, and just got through the stage 

with a couple of other near missesé. 

Thinking we were probably somewhere around the fringes of the Top 10, Neil went 

to look at the results after Stage 2, and came back chuckling to himself! We were 

second overall, and had actually led the event after the first stage! 

Looking into the braking issue, we discovered that all of the bias was to the rear 

brakes, so after a quick lash up of the pedal box with some cable ties, we set off for 

Stages 3 & 4. 

With the brakes much improved, we cemented our second place, and as the day 

went on we were able to stretch the gap to third, and going into the last couple of 

stages had actually jumped back into the lead, courtesy of a 30 second penalty 

picked up by leader Jason Pritchard in his British Championship GrpN Impreza. 

However, he went well on the last two stages, and ended up beating us by 6 

seconds.  All in all, another great day out on óThe Rangesô, and a trophy to boot! 



Seeing as the T90 does not have all the FIA spec safety equipment required to 

compete in Ireland, we were limited to UK mainland events, so the next outing was 

at Caerwent, with Simon May navigating. Any of you who know Simon will know 

that he has an amazing ability to remember stages, and having competed at 

Caerwent a couple of times in the past, I asked him to sit in with me for my first trip 

there. It was a baking hot day in June, and for those of you who do not know 

Caerwent, it is a tight and twisty place, with lots of nasty kerbs. After Stage 2 we 

were running 6th overall, which I was very pleased with, but on Stages 3 & 4 I 

started to feel ill, and eventually had to stop on stage to be sick. I think this was a 

combination of the start-stop nature of the venue, plus the heat, the effort required 

to drive the Darrian, and the large volume of water which I had mistakenly drunk in 

an attempt to remain hydrated! I could not face doing Stages 5 to 7, so we went 

home. 

To make-up for the disappointment of Caerwent, I had Simon in with me again on 

the next Epynt event, this time The Harry Flatters Rally. This is an event which I 

first competed on in 1989, navigating for my Dad in his Healey Sprite. A group of us 

try to do this event each year, as it is well organised, based in Brecon, and run by a 

very friendly team.  We were hoping for a dry rally, but in the end it was a mixed 

day, and we spent quite a lot of time on Intermediates. 

After a good clean run, with no mistakes, we eventually finished 7th overall, which 

Simon and I were both very pleased with. This included plenty of time spent 

winding up (and nearly beating on one stage!) John Indri, who now owns the 

orange Millington-engined Darrian GTR formerly owned by James Hoseason. 

And that was going to be it for the year, but when I saw the entry for The Mewla 

Rally, I though ñthereôs a good opportunity for a result on a National Championship 

roundò, as the entry did not seem that strong. So I entered that too, with friend 

Keith Hounslow on the notes this time. 

Jeremy had competed on the 2009 Mewla, and it was one of the wettest events I 

can remember attending on the ranges. Unbelievably, 2010 turned out to be just as 

dreadful, which wouldnôt have been so bad had the crank sensor not started to fail 

on Stage 3. Combined with a minor off, this slowly worsening technical issue saw 

us frustratingly off the pace. We usually beat the Evo which finished 5th overall, but 

instead our problems saw us languishing in 9th at the finish. 

Next outing ï Longmoor Loco over the Christmas break. If you are there on the 

day, come over and say hi, and check out the EBAY purchaseééwhich may be 

for sale in the New Yearéé. 

Wishing you all a happy and safe yearôs rallying in 2011. 

Mark Straker  



 
2011 Regulations: 

R20.1.18. All vehicles must carry a small spill kit complying with J5.20.13. 
R46.1.5. All vehicles must carry a small spill kit complying with J5.20.13. 

 

Reason: To mandate the carriage of spill kits in all rally cars where any part of the event takes 

place on private property and for organisers to provide a bigger spill kit at the start of any 

Section, Test or Special Stage held wholly or in part on private property, and to recommend the 

carriage of spill kits where events are wholly held on the public highway.                  
Date of implementation: 1st January 2011  



LLaa dd ii ee ss   aa nn dd   GGee nn tt ll ee mm ee nnéé..   

II   aa mm   aa ff rr aa ii dd   II   tt oo ll dd   yy oo uu   ssoo !!   

FFooll lloowwiinngg  lleennggtt hhyy  ddiissccuussssiioonnss  aatt   tt hhee  MMoonntthhllyy  

CCoommmmiitt tt eeee  MMeeeett iinnggss  aanndd  nnuummeerroouuss  aatt tt eemmppttss  tt oo  

rreevviivvee  tt hhee  TTuueessddaayy  SSoocciiaall  mmeeeett iinnggss  aatt   tt hhee  TTeennnniiss  

CClluubb,,  iitt   hhaass  ff iinnaall llyy  bbeeeenn  ddeecciiddeedd  tt hhaatt   iinn  tt hhee  NNeeww  YYeeaarr  wwee  wwiill ll   bbee  rreevveerrtt iinngg  

tt oo  jjuusstt   11  mmeeeett iinngg  oonn  tt hhee  22nndd  TTuueessddaayy  ooff   eeaacchh  mmoonntthh..  

TThhee  44tt hh  TTuueessddaayy  mmeeeett iinngg  wwiill ll   bbeeccoommee  aann  ȬȬAAdd  HHooccȭȭ  aarrrraannggeemmeenntt   wwhheerreebbyy  

tt hheessee  wwiill ll   oonnllyy  bbee  hheelldd  aatt   tt hhee  TTeennnniiss  CClluubb  bbyy  ssppeecciiaall  aarrrraannggeemmeenntt   aanndd  wwiill ll   

bbee  rreeppllaacceedd  bbyy  aa  sseerr iieess  ooff   iimmpprroommppttuu  ggaatt hheerr iinnggss  aatt   vvaarr iioouuss  llooccaatt iioonnss  

tt hhrroouugghhoouutt   tt hhee  aarreeaa  uunnddeerr  aa  lloooossee  hheeaaddiinngg  ooff   ȬȬDDoowwnn  tt hhee  PPuubb  wwiitt hhȣȣ..ȭȭ..  

TThhiiss  ddeecciissiioonn  ff ooll lloowwss  aa  ssuubbsstt aanntt iiaall   ppeerr iioodd  ooff   ppoooorr  aatt tt eennddaanncceess  aatt   HHoollllaanndd  

AAvveennuuee  aanndd  ddeessppiitt ee  ssoommee  ff aaiirr llyy  vvoocciiff eerroouuss  ooppppoossiitt iioonn  aa  ff eeww  yyeeaarrss  bbaacckk  ɀɀ  

uunnffoorr ttuunnaatteellyy  tt hhoossee  wwhhoo  sshhoouutteedd  lloouuddeesstt   aarree  nnoo  lloonnggeerr  sseeeenn  oorr  iinn  ssoommee  

ccaasseess,,  mmeemmbbeerrss  ooff   tt hhee  cclluubb!!  

AA  ggoooodd  eexxaammppllee  ooff   tt hhee  pprroobblleemm  hhaass  bbeeeenn  sseeeenn  jjuusstt   rreecceenntt llyy  wwhheenn  aa  ff aaiirr   

aammoouunntt   ooff   wwoorrkk  bbyy  NNiiggeell  GGrr iiff ff iitt hhss  oonn  aa  ff uunn  TTaabbllee--TToopp  RRaall llyy  wwaass  rreewwaarrddeedd  

wwiitt hh  jjuusstt   88  ppaarrtt iicciippaanntt ss,,  33  ooff   wwhhiicchh  wweerree  vveerryy  cclloossee  ff rr iieennddss!!    IItt   ssiimmppllyy  iissnnȭȭtt   

ff aaiirr   aannyymmoorree  aanndd  iiss  aa  ssaadd  ssttaattee  ooff   aaff ff aaiirrss  wwhheenn  eevveenn  tt hhoossee  wwhhoo  ll iivvee  

rreellaatt iivveellyy  cclloossee  tt oo  tt hhee  TTeennnniiss  CClluubb  ccaannnnoott   bbee  bbootthheerreedd..    EEvveenn  oouurr  ȬȬSSppeecciiaall   

NNiigghhtt ssȭȭ,,  ddeessppiitt ee  bbeeiinngg  wweellll   aatt tt eennddeedd  bbyy  ootthheerrss,,  aatt tt rraacctt   aa  vveerryy  ppoooorr  ssuuppppoorr tt   

ff rroomm  wwiitt hhiinn..    AAtt   tt hhee  RRaall llyy  TTaallkk  NNiigghhtt   iinn  SSeepptteemmbbeerr  ooff   tt hhee  8800  oorr  ssoo  

aatt tt eennddeeeess,,  lleessss  tt hhaann  hhaallff --aa--ddoozzeenn  wweerree  ff rroomm  SSuutt tt oonn  &&  CChheeaamm  MMCC..  

WWee  wwiill ll   ccoonntt iinnuuee  wwiitt hh  tt hhee  ppooppuullaarr  YYuulleett iiddee  CChhaall lleennggee  aanndd  AAwwaarrddss  EEvveenniinnggss  

ff oorr  aass  lloonngg  aass  tt hheeyy  aarree  ssuuppppoorr tteedd  aalltt hhoouugghh  iitt   sshhoouulldd  bbee  hhiigghhll iigghhtt eedd  tt hhaatt   

tt hheessee  oonnllyy  rreeaallllyy  eexxiisstt   tt hhrroouugghh  tt hhee  aatt tt eennddaannccee  ooff   aa  nnuummbbeerr  ooff   ȬȬff rr iieennddssȭȭ  

rraatt hheerr  tt hhaann  cclluubb  mmeemmbbeerrss..    

AAnndd  ssooȣȣȣȣ  

  

http://www.cafeshops.com/thefaramir006/


IIff   yyoouu  wwaanntt   tt hhee  cclluubb  tt oo  ccoommee  ddoowwnn  yyoouurr  llooccaall  wwiitt hh  yyoouu,,  ppoopp  aalloonngg  tt oo  yyoouurr   

ff aavvoouurr iitt ee  IInnddiiaann  oorr  CChhiinneessee  oorr  ssiimmppllyy  mmeeeett   aatt   aann  iinntteerreesstt iinngg  wwaatteerr iinngg  hhoollee  

nneeaarrbbyy,,  pplleeaassee  lleett   uuss  hhaavvee  yyoouurr  ssuuggggeesstt iioonnss  bbyy  ccoonnttaacctt iinngg  BBaarrrryy  GGuueessss  oonn  

0077888899  779999997722  oorr  bbyy  eemmaaiill  tt oo  bbaarrrryyggcchhaarr ll iiee@@aaooll..ccoomm..  

FFiinnaall llyy,,  pplleeaassee  bbee  wwaarrnneedd  tt hhaatt   tt hhee  ccoonntt iinnuueedd  11  cclluubb  nniigghhtt   ppeerr  mmoonntthh  iiss  bbeeiinngg  

mmoonniitt oorreedd  aanndd  uunnlleessss  wwee  sseeee  mmoorree  ssuuppppoorr tt   dduurr iinngg  22001111  iitt   mmaayy  pprroovvee  

uunnvviiaabbllee  ff oorr  uuss  tt oo  hhoolldd  aannyy  rreegguullaarr  mmeeeett iinngg  oonn  TTuueessddaayy  nniigghhtt ss  iinn  CChheeaamm!!  

  

DD OOWW NN   TTHH EE  PPUU BB   WW II TTHHéé ..   II aa nn   BBrr oo oo kk ee ss   oo nn   TTuu ee ssdd aa yy   22 55 tt hh   

JJaa nn uu aa rr yy   aa tt   TThh ee   JJoo vv ii aa ll   SSaa ii ll oo rr ,,   PPoo rr tt ssmm oo uu tt hh   RRoo aa dd ,,   RRii pp ll ee yy   GGUU22 33   33 EEZZ  

ff rr oo mm   88 :: 33 00 pp mm   

  

DDoonnôôtt   ffoorrggeett   tthhaatt   ii ff   yyoouu  hhaavvee  aannyy  ssuuggggeesstt iioonnss  ffoorr   cc lluubb  nniigghhttss,,  

ssppeecciiaall   eevveennttss  oorr   vviiss ii ttss  tthheenn  pplleeaassee  ccoonnttaacctt   aannyy  CCoommmmii tt tteeee  

MMeemmbbeerr ..  

mailto:barrygcharlie@aol.com


Looking back on the Tempest 

Itôs been over 20 years since I took over the reins of running the c lubôs multi-venue 

stage rally in Bramshill.  Back in those days of the Mega-Leasing, Data Sale and 

subsequent Calma Stages, a young and virulent Dave Penn headed the team which 

during its final run in ô86 suffered with a very heavy downfall of snow during the 

preceding week.  In those days the event ran  on an 18 month rotation  as 3 clubs 

shared the 2 yearly forestry allocations (oh those heady times of the Dimanche Tour 

and the Sort Out Stages!), and the 1986 Calma took place in a very cold February. 

I must admit that I yearn for the simplicity of those times and I am constantly 

reminded by the likes of Sylvia Russell and her treasure trove of Road Books from a 

by-gone era that things used to be much easier for organisers.  The debate often 

overflows into our Thursday r ally beer nights in Lower Bourne like last weekôs heated 

debate about the value and need for  pace notes, safety notes and 3 view pre-event 

videos of the stages.  Some got quite upset when it was suggested that they were 

totally unnecessary and devalues the sport and the role of the co-driver. 

Back in ô86 all you got was a sheet of map references to apply to your 186 Ordnance 

Survey map and the challenge was as great for the Navigator as it was the Driver ï 

one wrong plot and you were off -route, heading for Bagshot whilst everyone else was 

playing slidey-slidey in Eversley. 

After assuming command in 1988, I changed the name back to the Tempest which 

really existed as a multi-venue event which visited forests and tests all over the 

country.  Calma had withdrawn not only its sponsorship of the event but also its 

employment of Mr Penn so my first problem was financial! 

As it turned out rallying in the  region was still relatively buoyant and we enjoyed the 

support of over 100 -competitors, enough to make the event viable to the Committee 

and the Bank Manager. 

Over the years there have been many 

highs and lows whilst on the whole they 

have been enjoyable, mainly due to the 

amateur, fun-nature of the sport .  I n the 

early noughties we even achieved British 

Championship status entertaining the 

likes of WRC drivers Higgins, Gwyndaff 

Evans and the legendary Irishman Austin 

McHale. 

Of late however, we have had to 

transform the event into a much leaner, slicker and waste -less enterprise in order to 

Moto GP Star Loris Cappirossi joined us in 2008 

http://www.motogp.com/


survive.  Our BRC period taught us a clear lesson that modern rallying is a very 

extravagant process financially and despite 1 year of prosperity it can soon be 

followed by 4 years of drought. 

After a bit of lateral thinking and a determination to reduce costs, a óBack to Basicsô 

philosophy was applied and a number of unnecessary features deleted.  We took the 

event back to its roots of a set of stages, negotiated by the competitors in the 

shortest possible time and the 2010 edition was probably the leanest event you can 

run in this area.  Electronic communications is probably the greatest contribution to 

the savings but the removal of 1,000ôs of expensive rally and official plates, self-

contributory officials expenses, a basic Results Service and abandoning an Awards 

Ceremony have all helped shave about £10,000 off the budget.  

The Press Office existed in a Portakabin (without under -utilised telephone, DSDN and 

broadband lines) replacing the óBRC versionô which claimed about Ã1,500 on the 

expenditure page of the accounts.   

In-House Security at Pegasus, borrowed lighting and generous free of charge skip hire 

from the likes of Touring Car Ace and club member Rob Collard all helped.  Others 

chipped in with support for the A wards (Thanks Will Nicholls and Pete Egerton) 

making a potentially viable event. 

The sporting side of the 2010 JLT Tempest Rally seemed to run to plan (if there ever 

is a plan?) apart from a small 

fire at Rushmoor which 

punched a big hole into the 

running order of the 4 wheel -

drive rally. 

At the end of the day we 

finished well within tolerance 

time-wise, everybody appeared 

to have enjoyed themselves 

and nobody got hurt, to me 

the measure of a successful 

motor sport event.  

After all of the clearing up there are just the repairs to the stages to achieve and 

these can take up to 10 weeks.  It always astounds me the amount of damage that is 

done and I wish I could take a Tour P arty of drivers and navigators around the tests 

the day after the rally to show them the aftermath, perhaps then some would be a 

little mor e appreciative of what goes into a gravel rally.  

I congratulate sponsor John Lloyd on his Tempest 4 victory alongside the superb 1st 

overall on the Tempest 2 by the Armstrongôs, both new members of the club. 



I cannot thank all of the volunteers too much an d I am always amazed by the 

contribution given by some, especially the Senior Officials who were back out again on 

Sunday, humping cones, barriers and stakes onto the trailers for transport back to the 

Shed.  On that subject as well I would also like to th ank Norm Phillips, John Peckham, 

Dave Whyman, Chris Phillips, Ted Block, Karam Dhala and Rikky (yes Rikky) Bartlett 

for their superb clean up session last weekend ahead of the Loco.   

As for my part thatôs the Tempest over for another couple of days as next week I am 

at a meeting with LandMarc Support Services to convince them to let us do it all again 

on 5th November 2011.                                        Barry Guess ï Clerk of the Course 
 

Looking back even further 

Recently, when in a pub, an antique dealer friend arranged to have the trophy 

of which I enclose a picture for winning the above rally cleaned and tidied up.  

The story goes thus.   

I had been a Navigator (before co drivers were invented!) for Brian Greaves but 

he retired so I teamed up with John Otton.  He sported a very hot 1295 

Downton Cooper S and was good driver.   Our entry was duly made we were 

ǎŜŜŘŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ олΩǎ ǎƻ L ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜƳŜƴǘ ŀǎ ŀ ŎƻǳǇƭŜ ƻŦ /ƘǳƳǎ who had 

withdrawn had better numbers.   

However the Organiser, Martin  Holmes, declined on the basis the seeding for 

the first 30 cars had been carefully done.  So we started in our original place 

and were wryly amused after a few minutes to catch and pass an A35 which we 

thought was a curious seed at 27!  The event was the usual (for those days) 

road race with lots of time controls so with the help of a very quick car and 

driver I managed to get us to the end in first place.   

My ribald comments to Martin were taken with his usual dourness and we went home with the cup; 47 years ago. 

Terry Weaver. The Tempest Rally 1963: 

Looking ahead ð 2011 Rally Events 

23/01/2011 Red Kite Rally South Wales 

30/01/2011 TRS Brands Hatch Stages Brands Hatch 

05/02/2011 South Downs Stages Goodwood Circuit 

12/02/2011 Wyedean Rally Forest of Dean 

20/02/2011 Riponian Stages Rally North Yorkshire Forests 

26/02/2011 Rally Sunseeker Bournemouth 

27/02/2011 Oak Leaf Stages Swynnerton Army Camp 

05/03/2011 Malcolm Wilson Rally Cockermouth 

13/03/2011 Bovington Stages Bovington Camp 

14/03/2011 Tour of Epynt Epynt, Wales 

27/03/2011 Tour of Caerwent Caerwent 

 

 

The 1963 Tempest Rally Trophy 



WHAT THEY ARE SAYING ABOUT  THE 2010 TEMPESTé.. 
Well done to Barry, Pam and everyone else who put this event on -  Big 

thank you to all the Marshals, Radio Crews and Safety Crews.  Think I  got 

named as the giggly co -driver at most of the finishes lol ï Tim Rodgers & 

Kaz Watts Car 116 Freddie the Fiesta   

Thanks to Pat Flynn for bring the Challenge down to the Tempest and Barry 

and all of Sutton and Cheam MC for the organisation, all the mars hals who 

had to put up with some atrocious rain and us  -  Team Chaos.  

Well what can I  say, CRACKING RALLY marshals are second to none and 

the stages w ere great due to the split format.  -  Mazduke  

Well done to Barry and the Tempest team  for another cracking event!  Come 

rain, come shine the marsha ls still managed to keep smiling  and what  about 

the rainbow over Longmoor . I have never driven with sunglass es on whilst 

raining!  -  Redz  

Can't say much that hasn't already been said!!  Cracking event: 

Congratulations to Barry and his team for running a proper rally  -  Never 

saw a hairdressers  /Gin -swiller ôs car on a stage all day  -  RallyBarretts  

Must say my thanks to Barry Guess and all the organisers, marshals, 

assistants and gophers that made th e Tempest a great event for the 

competitors to enjoy.  Also to Pat Flynn for running the fun BMW RWD 

Challenge, in which I unfortunately let down John O'Gorman with a complete 

muppet moment as navigator  -  John Rutter  

Many  thanks to Barry and the whole Tempest T eam on a great event.  

The stages were in good condition and the organisation was spot on, the 2 

event format is still a leader in my opinion  -  Lee Robinson  

Great event with some great stages. Nice to go to an event a  bit closer to 

home than I usually go to. All marshals were friendly and whole event had a 

great atmosphere.  Big thanks to the O rganisers -  Ant999  

As a member of S &  C MC with a customer doing the event I want to thank 

everybody involved for putting the event ï Well Done! NTT Mark  

Had a great day out on the ranges with my little lad -  thanks to all there, 

officials and spectators, who made us so welcome, think we have  a new 

recruit for a few years time........... Enjoyed not being corralled in one 

place with over priced burger vans and crowds to contend with  ï Firenza  



 



  



  


